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This has been a GREAT year 
for Mound City Bar Association 
(MCBA).  With a focus on 
professional development, law 
student participation/support 
and community service, MCBA 
accomplished a tremendous amount 
during the 2009-2010 Bar year.  

The Beginning
Open forum “Hot Topic” discussions 
on current issues relevant to the 
membership were a new installment 
this year.  MCBA’s first “Hot 
Topic” discussion was on Racial 
Profiling.  We also held “Hot Topic” 
discussions on Healthcare Reform, 
the Nonpartisan Court Plan and 
Diversity in the Judiciary. MCBA 
also participated in the Better Family 
Life Amnesty Day at Harris-Stowe 
University.

Honoring
MCBA recognized many disserving 
individuals this year.  In September 
a reception was held in honor of 
National Bar Association President 
Mavis T. Thompson; and in October 
and March, MCBA honored our 
2009-2010 legal legends: the 
Honorable Booker T. Shaw, the 
Honorable Freeman Bosley, Jr., the 
Honorable Sandra Farragut Hemphill 
and the Honorable Charles Shaw.

Young Lawyers Division
This year, MCBA established its 
first Division, the Young Lawyers 
Division (YLD).  Kendra Howard 
served as YLD’s first Chairperson.  
The Division was also comprised of 
Jennifer Tyus as Vice-Chairperson, 
Kristol Whatley & Christallyn 

McCloud as Co-Secretaries, Joslyn 
Anthony as Treasurer and Apollo 
Carey as Chairperson-Elect.  

YLD’s purpose is to further the 
Association’s goals/objectives, 
while representing members under 
the age of 36 or practicing less than 
8 years (including law students).  
YLD accomplished many things 
in its inaugural year.  The Division 
was certified as an affiliate to the 
ABA Young Lawyers Division, had 
a liaison appointed  to the board of 
BAMSL’s Young Lawyers Division, 
held Fall and Spring Networking 
Happy Hours; and established a 
series of “Keys to New Lawyer 
Success Dinners”, which consisted 
of candid conversations with 
attorneys in various practices. Thank 
you to Randy Hayman, Jovita Foster, 
the Honorable David Vincent, III, 
Dorothy White-Coleman, Larry 
Hale, Veo Peoples, Michael Walton 
and the Honorable Carol Jackson, for 
participating in this year’s program.
   
Annual Events
MCBA continued our standard 
annual events: the Fall Social & 
Membership Drive, the Holiday 
Party (hosted by Kwadwo Armano) 
and the Missouri Asian American 
Bar Association’s Unity Dinner. 

This was also the fourth year for 
MCBA’s annual Black History Month 
Series.  We kicked off the month of 
February with a panel discussion 
entitled Zero-Tolerance Discipline 

Policies in Schools: How it Affects 
Our Students and Our Community 
with Redditt Hudson (ACLU), 
Marquaello A. Futrell, Sr. (Pastor 
& Former Police Officer), Valerie 
Carter-Thomas (SLPS), Aldophus 
Pruitt (NAACP) and Judge Jimmie 
Edwards (moderator); held our 
Black History Month Movie Night 
& Reception at Moolah featuring 
the movie, I Know Why the Caged 
Bird Sings; co-sponsored the 12th 
Annual Theodore McMillian Black 
History Month Dinner with the 
Lawyers Association featuring Judge 
Jimmie Edwards as the keynote 
speaker; and hosted a Historical 
Tribute, Freedom Bound: from St 
Louis courtrooms to the Mississippi 
River and beyond (Dr. Kris Zaplac) 
including a special presentation on 
the historic Union Baptist Church 
located in Chesterfield, Missouri 
for over 100 years (Doris Frazier).  
The series concluded with the third 
annual Trivia Night with the Women 
Lawyers Association.  The Black 
History Month Committee was co-
chaired by Micah Hall and Anwar 
Johnson.

National Bar Association
In April, MCBA welcomed the 
National Bar Association (NBA) to 
St. Louis for its Mid-Year Meeting 
and Gertrude E. Rush Award Dinner.  
Our own Mavis T. Thompson, 
NBA President, presided over the 
meeting and Richard Banks served 
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ATTORNEY PROfILE
Is it time for HOPE?

By Rolanda Johnson

Hope Whitehead
The citizens of the 57th district of 
St. Louis, Missouri have answered 
this question with a resounding 
“YES.”   Attorney Hope Whitehead 
was chosen, in a special election 
(February 2010) to represent the 57th 
district as their State Representative 
in the Missouri State Legislature.   
At a time when so many constituents 
are disenchanted with their political 
leaders and willing to be very vocal 
and active about their discontent, 
Whitehead has chosen an interesting 
time to run for office.   Whitehead 
takes over a seat previously held 
by a Representative who has plead 
guilty to federal criminal charges.  
Public scrutiny of political figures 
will be intensified.  However if 
there is anyone up for the challenge 
certainly Hope Whitehead is that 
person.   

A native New Yorker, Whitehead 
graduated from Fordham University, 
Lincoln Center with a degree in 
psychology and was subsequently 
accepted to Washington University, 
School of Law on a full scholarship.   
By the end of her second year of 
law school, Whitehead had fallen 
in love with the City of St. Louis 
and she and her husband decided to 
make St. Louis their home.

Whitehead’s first legal position after 
law school was at the St. Louis City 
Circuit Attorney’s [Prosecutor’s] 
Office.  Under the tutelage of 
Circuit Attorney Dee Joyce Hayes, 
Whitehead entered the prosecutor’s 
office where she rose to the position 
of Team Leader.  As Team Leader 
along with her prosecutorial duties, 
her job included supervising/
mentoring other attorneys and 
interns, some of which have gone 
on to become sitting judges and 
political activists.  

Considering Whitehead’s 
interviewer was a former Public 
Defender, the question had to be 
posed as to whether she ever felt 
conflicted about being a minority 
and prosecuting criminals in a 
jurisdiction where the majority of 
defendants were also (and remain) 
minorities as well.  Whitehead didn’t 
shy away from providing an answer.  
Whitehead reflected on a case where 
she prosecuted one of the youngest 
defendants (at that time) for murder.  
At the conclusion of the trial, 
when the guilty verdict was read, 
the defendant’s grandmother rose 
up in the court room and shouted 
“Murderer!”  

Whitehead maintains that her 
conscience is clear, primarily 
because she feels no one should 
be victimized.  Frequently she was 

labeled a trader, but Whitehead 
acknowledged the realities of 
Black on Black crime.  Whitehead 
is steadfast in her conviction that 
residents should not fear their 
neighbors and are entitled to feel safe 
in their neighborhoods.  Prosecuting 
criminal offenders helps achieve 
that peace of mind.

The irony is that after graduating 
from law school, Whitehead 
believed she would be able to make 
the biggest social impact on the 
community as a Public Defender.  
However Whitehead was disabused 
of this notion after a discussion 
with her uncle Sunny Carson.  
Carson, a civil rights revolutionary 
and of the famed “The Education 
of Sonny Carson” flipped the script 
and explained good 
lawyers are needed on 
both sides and more 
importantly a person 
can effect more 
change as a party 
within the system 
than as a spectator 
on the outside.  This 
is a philosophy 
Whitehead has 
adorned ever since 
listening to her uncle’s 
message, without 
regret.  

Whitehead took her 
job seriously and 
felt no compunction 
about prosecuting 
defendants accused 
of heinous crimes. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s 
Whitehead could 
also appreciate that 
her position as a 
Circuit Attorney 
also provided her the opportunity 
to prevent a person from entering 
the criminal system unnecessarily 
(e.g. low level 1st time offenders), 
which often begets a downward 
social spiral (inability to secure 
employment) and/or spiral into 
other criminal activity.

Whitehead’s tenure with the St. 
Louis Circuit Attorney’s office lasted 
seven years.  Although her time 
as prosecutor was professionally 
fulfilling, she determined it was 
time to move in another direction.  
Whitehead had become a mother 
for a second time and concluded a 
more stable lifestyle was essential.  

Whitehead’s career path led her to 
the St. Louis Housing Authority as 
Associate General Counsel.  She 
was then appointed by Governor 
Mel Carnahan to head the Division 
of Liquor Control and ultimately 
selected to serve as an Associate 
Administrative Law Judge.  
Whitehead had settled in as an 
Administrative Judge from 2001 – 

2006, when due to a governmental 
reorganization, her position (as 
well as that of other Associate 
Administrative Law Judges) was 
terminated.  Whitehead experienced 
what so many are currently 
experiencing - sudden job loss.  
“What to do now?”  Whitehead 
had lost her insurance, had a son in 
college with rising tuition expenses 
and had to figure out how to support 
her family.  Whitehead eventually 
entered private practice where she 
remained until her decision to run 
for State office.

Whitehead had never previously 
run for a political seat but decided 
to pursue an elected political 
position because she could relate 
to the needs of her constituents and 

serve her community with integrity 
and compassion.  After securing her 
party’s nomination, Whitehead only 
had eight weeks to convince her 
district she was the best candidate to 
represent its interests.  Whitehead’s 
election committee was comprised 
of an intimate and dedicated group of 
individuals who also felt she would 
be a good State Representative 
and worked tirelessly during her 
campaign.  Much of Whitehead’s 
campaigning was achieved through 
grassroots door-to-door constituent 
contact, which ultimately secured 
her 55% of the vote.  

That being said only 8% of eligible 
voters actually turned out to pull the 
lever.  The disappointing turnout 
was not lost on Whitehead, who 
again reemphasized, that if you want 
to effect change, you have to be 
involved “you can’t be on the other 
side banging on the door”.  People 
have to be a part of the political 
process.  Whitehead pointed out 
that after being sworn into office, 
she was immediately assigned to 

the Urban Issues 
Committee.  One 
of the biggest 
issues currently 
affecting St. 
Louis is the 
issue of ‘Local 
[St. Louis City] 
Control’.  Right 
away the citizens 
of St. Louis, who 
voted Whitehead into office, put her 
in a position to have a direct impact 
on a bill that affects the St. Louis 
community.

Low voter turnout may be due to 
various reasons, the least of which 
may include the frustration many 
people feel over the perception 
of party line politics.  Whitehead 
understands the importance of 
building relationships to get things 
accomplished in Congress and 
intends to work diligently with all 
legislators to achieve the best results 
for Missouri Citizens.  

The life of a politician is certainly 
very demanding.  Fortunately, 
Whitehead’s tight knit family has 
been very supportive of all her 
endeavors.    Whitehead’s parents 
Sara and Paul Austin, of whom she 
speaks very lovingly, raised Hope 
and five siblings in New York City.  
Her parents have recently celebrated 
their 60th anniversary and have 
since retired to Orangeburg, South 
Carolina.  Nevertheless, euphoric 
by her decision to run for office, 
they did not let state boundaries 
deter their attempt to lobby on her 
behalf from across the country.  
  
Whitehead had an equal amount, if 
not more, support from her husband 
Jon and their two sons, Jarid and 
Jamal.   Jon Whitehead, whom 
she met when they both worked as 
youth counselors in New York, has 
been her biggest champion.  Hope 
and Jon have been married for 25 
years, and she credits her husband 
with guiding all of her major life 
decisions, including her decision to 
become a lawyer and encouraging 
her to run for office.  Whitehead 
notes Jon has complete and 
unwavering faith and confidence in 
her abilities.  Whitehead’s family 
is of primary importance and even 
though balancing her professional 
and personal life presents some 
challenges, Whitehead makes sure 
to incorporate her family in every 
aspect of her life in order to preserve 
her family’s closeness.  

Whitehead’s various commitments 
limit her free time but when lucky 
enough to have some down time, 
Whitehead enjoys estate sales, 
antique shopping and scenic driving 
(locally and through the “heavenly” 

Hope Whitehead, Esq.
Missouri State Representative, 

57th District

See HOPE, page 11

Rolanda 
Johnson, Esq.
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By Earolyn Smith, Esq.

This year’s Scovel Richardson 
Scholarship Dinner is Saturday, 
June 26, 2010, at the Sheldon 
Concert Hall (3648 Washington 
Blvd., St. Louis, Missouri 63108).  
This year’s theme is Foundations 
of Justice: Bringing History to Life.  
The President’s reception will begin 
at 6:00 p.m.  The dinner and program 
will start at 7:00 
p.m.  The mistress 
of ceremonies is 
Vickie Newton.  
Ms. Newton is an 
anchor/reporter for 
KMOV Channel 4.  
Tickets to the event 
are $85.00 per 
person and a table 
of 10 is $850.00.

Pr es ident ’s 
Reception
This year’s 
P r e s i d e n t ’ s 
Reception will 
be in honor of 
Harris-Stowe State 
University.  Harris-
Stowe has been 
a supporter of Mound City Bar 
Association (MCBA) for over 20 
years.  MCBA holds its Executive 
Board meetings and General Body 
meetings on Harris-Stowe’s campus, 
as well as many other events and 
activities.  MCBA will honor Harris-
Stowe President Dr. Henry Givens 
with a special presentation.

The Scovel Richardson 
Scholarship Recipients
The Scovel Richardson Scholarship 
was established in recognition of 
the outstanding contributions made 
by the late Honorable Scovel C. 
Richardson.  Judge Richardson is 
credited with making the judiciary 

a more responsive and accountable 
system for blacks and other 
minorities who are often victims of 
the American Legal system.

The scholarship established in his 
honor is awarded to law students 
who most exemplify the ideals 
and accomplishments of Judge 
Richardson.  The criteria for 
awarding the scholarship is based on 

need, academic 
excellence and 
the applicant’s 
interest in 
working towards 
improving the 
quality of life 
for blacks and 
other minorities 
in the St. Louis 
m e t r o p o l i t a n 
area.  This year’s 
s c h o l a r s h i p 
recipients are 
Chalana M. 
Scales-Ferguson 
and Jerina 
Phillips.  

Chalana Scales-

Ferguson is a first year student at 
Saint Louis University School of 
Law.  Upon graduation, Ms. Scales-
Ferguson would like to practice 
employment law focusing on human 
resource issues.  
She is a member 
of the SLU Black 
Law Students 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
and serves as 
co-chairman of 
the Fundraising 
C o m m i t t e e .  
She is also a 
member of the 
Mound City Bar 
Association.  Ms. 
Scales-Ferguson 
is one of the 
student members 
of MCBA’s 
C o m m u n i t y 
A f f a i r s 
Committee.  She is married and has 
two children.

Jerina Phillips is a first year student 
at Saint Louis University School of 
Law.  Upon graduation, Ms. Phillips 
plans to become an Assistant Public 

Defender.  Ms. Phillips intends to 
use her background in Sociology 
and Criminal Justice, particularly 
her understanding of the correlation 
between crime, poverty and poor 

education, to 
enhance her legal 
practice.  She 
is a member 
of the Black 
Law Students 
Association.

M C B A 
Communi ty 
S e r v i c e 
A w a r d 
Recipient
The recipient 
of this year’s 
C o m m u n i t y 
Service Award 
is Victoria E. 
Nelson.   Ms. 

Nelson is Executive Director of 
Girls Incorporated of St. Louis 
and has held this position since 
May 1992.  Girls Incorporated of 
St. Louis operates three centers 
and provides programming at 
numerous outreach sites throughout 
the metropolitan area.  Girls Inc. 
provides programs that encourage 
girls to discover their intellectual, 
emotional, physical and spiritual 
potential.  Girls Inc. provides daily 
structured educational and cultural 
programs to over 12,000 girls aged 
4 to 18. 

Ms. Nelson was selected to receive 
the Commerce Bankshares and 
William T. Kemper Foundation 
Community Service Award.  Ms. 
Nelson was recognized by the St. 
Louis American as its 2001 Salute 
to Excellence Stellar Performer 

Scovel Richardson Scholarship Dinner

See SCOVEL, page 8 

Vickie Newton
Mistress of Ceremonies

Scovel Richardson
Scholarship Dinner

Victoria E. Nelson
Community Service  

Award Recipient

Jerina Phillips 
Scholarship Recipient

Chalana M. Scales-Ferguson 
Scholarship Recipient

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

GOLD
Thompson Coburn LLP

BRONZE
Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale, P.C.

AT&T
Armstrong Teasdale LLP

Sandberg, Phoenix & von Gontard, P.C.
Centene Corporation
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By Mavis T. Thompson

On Sunday May 16, I had the 
rare opportunity to deliver the 
Commencement Address at my 
alma mater, The University of 
Missouri, School of Law.  

Here are a few excerpts from my 
address:

In keeping with the practice of an 
effective litigator, I have composed 
a theme for this address.  Borrowing 
from a world renowned philosopher 
. . . Forrest Gump’s Momma. . .   

Life is but a box 
of chocolates. You 
don’t know what 
you will get, but it is 
up to you to do the 
best with what you 
will get. But it is up 
to you to do the best 
with what you get! 
Essentially life is 
what you make it!

It is sad to state that 
the profession you 
are entering lacks 
diversity on many 
levels.  Briefly, as 
the President of 
the National Bar 
Association, it is the lack of racial 
diversity that concerns me the most.  
It is important that the American 
legal profession reflect the nation 
that it serves.  As of the year 2000, 
only 4.2 percent of lawyers were 
African American, 3.4 percent were 
Hispanic American, 2.2 percent 
were Asian American and 0.2 
percent were Native American.  

More bluntly there are less than 
120,000 lawyers of color out of the 
1.3 Million lawyers that practice in 
this country.  These statistics are 
quite telling, because it is predicted 
that in about twenty years people of 
color will represent nearly 35-50% 
of all persons in this country.  

Although these statistics are almost 
ten years old, recent articles and 
studies suggest that these statistics 
have not improved and have 

remained stagnant.   Therefore it 
is of paramount importance that 
you, the graduating Law Class of 
2010, embrace diversity, serve as 
ambassadors of the legal profession, 
and encourage others to take the 
same just stance.  

Remember, life is what you  
make it! 

The mastermind behind 
demonstrating the inequality in 
the “separate but equal doctrine” 
and the person who trained Justice 
Thurgood Marshall in applying this 
theory to public education in the 

l a n d m a r k 
B r o w n 
d e c i s i o n , 
was Charles 
H a m i l t o n 
Houston.  

H o u s t o n 
said, “A 
l a w y e r 
is either 
a social 
engineer or 
a parasite.” 

Graduates, 
w h i c h 
will you 
become? A 

social engineer or a parasite?

Today, there is a fierce sense of 
urgency for a new generation of 
lawyers that will place the greatest 
focus on High Performance and 
High Integrity.  For too long we have 
artificially measured performance 
for the sake of rewards. High 
Performance and High Integrity 
should be the only litmus test and 
measure by which you judge your 
contributions as a lawyer. 

Remember, life is what you  
make it!

I concluded with….

five Things I Wish 
Someone Had Told Me 
When I Graduated From 
Law School

First . . . Writing and Advocacy in 
the real world are different than 
law school writing and advocacy. 
Be open to new styles of persuasive 
writing rather than depending 
solely upon the style and methods 
learned over the last several years in 
law school.  Also, draw from your 
common sense when advocating 
for your client.  Don’t forget to 
include compassion, empathy, and 
tolerance, to your supply of legal 
advocacy.     

Second, You must understand what 
winning is and is not.  Winning in 
the legal profession is result oriented 
and client focused. Know that this 
profession places a premium on 
practical and pragmatic results. . .  
not necessarily on outright wins.  
For a Winning career, you must be 
fully aware of and remain open to 
alternative ways to use your law 
degree.  Particularly, in these hard 
economic times, it is important that 
you explore all different types of 
employment opportunities.  You 
need to develop choices and options 
that take advantage of and elicit 
the full range of your talents and 
passions.    

Third, project management and 
teamwork. Today there is a premium 
for lawyers who fully understand 
their clients on a granular level.  
Learn and employ this concept from 
your business school counterparts.     
Project management skills allow 
each of us to approach tasks and 
assignment in a way that gather 
available and credible resources 
across disciplines and functions 
to develop a comprehensive 
approach to problem solving.  In 
Nursing School we call this an 
“interdisciplinary approach.   In the 
legal profession the demand and 
requirement for a broader base and 
efficient approach to the delivery of 
legal services is fast becoming the 
desired approach to lawyering.

Fourth, hands-on experience is 
the best teacher. One of the fastest 
ways to get that experience is to 
use your law degree for some good.  
Committing to pro-bono work 
is of immeasurable value for the 

recipient.  Furthermore, YOU will 
benefit by developing and honing 
your skills in an area of the law you 
may not practice daily.  

Fifth, the importance of networking 
and participating in   barassociations.  
Unfortunately, Networking is not 
taught in law school. Networking 
is an indispensable part of the 
profession. You gain insight into 
the legal practice from varying 
perspectives and have a wide base 
of support as your career evolves.  
What you know AND Who you 
know can open a lot of doors to 
opportunities.  

Another way to network and remain 
active in your communities is to join 
a local or national bar association 
like the National Bar Association! A 
Shameless plug, I know. But, there are 
many benefits to bar membership… 
employment opportunities,  career 
fairs, continuing legal education 
seminars and on Day One . . . Bar 
Associations, provide immediate 
access to top legal practitioners and 
thought leaders in the profession. 

Oh, I must quickly add # 6.  

Sixth, share your time, talent 
and money by mentoring. Find a 
mentor, a role model, someone 
who is knowledgeable and most 
importantly doesn’t mind sharing 
their knowledge with you.  

Also, in return, YOU become a 
mentor and a role model for those 
1, 2, and 3L’s that will be sitting in 
these seats soon.

Share your time talent and money ... 
by contributions. No rocket science 
here . . . Law School[s] can and 
will put your monetary donations to 
good use.  

GRADUATES, in Life the problem 
is not that we aim high and miss the 
mark . . . BUT that we aim low and 
hit it. 

Remember, life is what you  
make it!

Thank you and God Bless.

NBA President Gives  
University of Missouri School  

of Law Commencement Address

Mavis Thompson, Esq. 
NBA President

Scovel Richardson Scholarship Dinner 
foundations of Justice: Bringing History to Life

Saturday, June 26, 2010

If you would like more information about the Scholarship Dinner, please contact Lynn Smith  
at 314-773-4649 or Earnrolyn.smith@lexisnexis.com.

See Story on Page 3
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By Shelby Watson, Esq & Ramone 
Reese, Law Student

This year, Mound City Bar 
Association adopted two high 
schools: Soldan International 
Studies High School and Northwest 
Academy of Law.  Adopt-A-
School (AAS) was formed as a 
subcommittee of the Community 
Affairs Committee to steward the 
adoptions, and its inaugural year 
was a great success.  With MCBA 
Recording Secretary Shelby Watson 
as Chairperson and Washington 
University School of Law student 
Ramone Reese as Vice-Chairperson 
of the committee, more than fifty 
attorneys and law students worked 
together on a wide range of programs 
and activities.  

Helping students build practical 
skills, from creating a resume, to 
interviewing and writing college 
essays was a chief goal of the 
programming.  The AAS committee 
designed the Professional 
Development Series (PDS) as its 
primary programming engine.  It was 
also important to provide the schools 
with a significant opportunity to 
interact and build relationships 
with MCBA.  Each month at least 

five attorneys and law students 
visited schools to present a series 
of workshops.  Other programs, 
guest speakers and activities were 
implemented as well. 

The PDS began with resume and 
interviewing skills workshops 
followed by a writing component.  
During the workshops, students 
participated in mock interviews 
and received individual assistance 
with creating a resume and various 
writing styles. Some students 
worked on college essays and others 
received help with essays written for 
the National Bar Association’s Dr. 
Martin Luther King Drum Major 
for Justice Advocacy Competition.  

The programs were well-received 
by all parties involved.  Students 
who attended the Interview 
Workshop were singled out during 
Northwest’s judicial clerkship 
program for their outstanding 
interviewing skills.  Attorneys and 
law school students also remarked 
about how they enjoyed interacting 
with the students.  

The AAS committee also provided 
guest speakers on a variety of 
topics from criminal law to family 

law; assisted each school with its 
own programming by, providing 
judges for mock trials and teaming 
with Unigroup Inc. for an ACT 
workshop.  AAS also worked with 
several law firms and Washington 
University School of Law to 
provide the students with a Law 
Day experience.  High school 
students received campus tours and 
an afternoon with one of three law 

firms, (which included tours and 
practice group presentations).

The AAS committee is very grateful 
for all of the support from MCBA 
members, law students, law firms 
and other members of the St. Louis 
community.  None of the programs 
and activities would have been 
possible without the support of all 
of the volunteers.  

 

By Eric Madkins

The current financial conditions 
have been challenging for everyone 
in the St. Louis Region.  The 
Urban League of Metropolitan 
St. Louis has responded by 
offering residents of the St. Louis 
region programming centered on  
economic empowerment, which 
includes homeownership (first 
time homebuyer or preserving 
homeownership), financial literacy 
and/or small business education.

The housing crisis has equated to 
increased foreclosures and falling 
property values.  New legislation 
and public policy initiatives such 
as the Making Home Affordable 
program have helped many 
homeowners avoid foreclosure.  
Also, several mortgage companies 
have instituted creative options such 
as temporary forbearances, where 
the homeowner may be allowed to 
pay lower mortgage payments until 
their hardship improves.  

The United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) approved housing 
counseling agencies, such as the 
Urban League of Metropolitan St. 
Louis, are answering the call to assist 
homeowners.  If homeowners have 
encountered an involuntary loss of 

income or any type of economic 
hardship, help is available. Housing 
counseling is FREE.  Again the 
service is absolutely FREE.  

A housing counselor can help 
formulate and structure a household 
budget to better track expenses, 
offer tips and suggestions to control 
certain spending habits, and most of 
all serve as an advocate in working 
with the mortgage company or loan 
servicer. Housing counselors are 
HUD certified.

For many homeowners, mortgage 
companies request certain 
documents such as recent tax 
returns, bank statements, proof of 
current income, a hardship letter, 
etc. A housing counselor can help 
facilitate the process from start 
to finish and work with specific 
departments at mortgage companies 
designed to work exclusively with 
housing counseling agencies.  
In some instances, emergency 
mortgage assistance may be offered, 
if the resident is eligible. 

Next, the vehicle for moving 
towards economic empowerment 
is premised on financial education.  
In a recent study conducted by 
FDIC, the St. Louis region leads the 
nation in the number of “unbanked” 
African Americans.  According 

to the FDIC, 31% of African 
Americans do not have a checking 
or savings account.  

Checking and savings accounts are 
fundamental in establishing oneself 
financially.  In order to purchase 
a home, a consumer must have 
a checking or savings account. 
This topic is one of several topics 
that are covered during financial 
workshops.  

So why is financial education 
important? The answer is wealth.  
Residents of a community must 
build wealth and circumvent 
these very institutions that negate 
wealth creation. Fringe lenders 
or alternative financial services 
(ATF’s) such as check cashing 
operations and payday lenders 
charge exorbitant fees compared 
to traditional banking and lending 
institutions.  The average payday 
loan interest rate is 391%, which 
according to the Better Business 
Bureau translates to an annual 
percentage rate of 1,950%!   

Another focus of financial education 
is to inform consumers of what they 
are actually borrowing.  In addition, 
financial education provides the 
community with the necessary 
tools to make informed, financial 
decisions.  Annual percentage rates 

and the importance of the Truth in 
Lending statement, for example, 
are integral pieces of information 
that consumers must examine to 
make sure they know what they are 
borrowing before they sign. 

Financial workshops offered by the 
Urban League are held on a monthly 
basis and are facilitated/taught by 
Urban League staff and volunteers 
from the banking and financial 
services industry.  

Financial Education and Housing 
Counseling are just two of the many 
free services offered by the Urban 
League of Metropolitan St. Louis, 
which help the community push 
towards economic empowerment.   

So how can you take advantage 
of these programs? Simply call 
the Urban League of Metropolitan 
St. Louis at 314-615-3600, and 
take the next step towards being 
empowered. 

Eric Madkins is Senior Housing 
Director for the Urban League 
of Metropolitan St. Louis.  His 
expertise include: Community 
Development, Financial Education 
and Housing. 

feeding the Pipeline: 
MCBA’s Adopt-A-School Program

THANK YOU TO ALL Of THE  
2009-2010 AdOPT-A-SChOOL VOLuNTEErS

Carla Allen
Ali Ayanaw
Judge Nanette Baker
Janet Bolin
Jarod Boyd
Von Bryant
Justine Casselle
David Cade
Rodney Caffey
Danielle Carr
William Dailey
Celestine Dotson
Judge Jimmy 
Edwards
Georgeanna Ekpo
Uche Enemchukwu
Jessie Fenton
Erica Freeman
Ollie Green
Micah Hall
Sheena Hamilton

Sam Henderson
Kendra Howard
Cardina Johnson
Jason Julien
Robert Kenney
Fibbens  Koranteng
Segilola 
Latinwo
Jeff Lewis
Christopher Marshall
Ebony McCain
Christallyn McCloud
Pamela Meanes
Ariana Miller
Trent Mitchell
Raphael Morris
Chinyere Obia
Jackie Olinger
Lynn Perkins
Jera Oliver
Leon Parker

Diana Reed
Ramone Reese
Fitzann Reid
Natasha Rogers
Chalana Scales-
Ferguson
Ryan Smith
Nancy Spencer
Jua Tawah
Micah Thompson
Wilhemina Tyler
Jennifer Tyus
Michael 
Walton
Shelby Watson
Cheryl Whalen
Brandon Williams
Janelle Williams
Nelson Williams
Ronda Williams
Erica Woods

financial Education and Housing Counseling—
Moving Towards Economic Empowerment
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By Ed Flint, Esq.
Access Legal

A recent US Supreme Court decision has 
greatly strengthened the ability of criminal 
defense attorneys to defend their clients 
against criminal charges and suppress 
the evidence against them. In a close 
5-4 decision, the Supreme Court ruled 
in Melendez-Diaz v. Massachusetts that 
defendants must be given the opportunity 
to question analysts who prepare crime 
lab reports. Such reports are often 
prepared and entered into evidence in 
criminal cases, dealing with everything 
from blood and breath samples used in 
drunk driving cases to DNA and blood 
splatter results used in murder cases.  
 
Prior to this decision, crime lab 
reports could be entered into evidence 
without having an analyst, technician 
or other person involved in preparing 
the report testify about its contents. 
 
The Melendez-Diaz 
Opinion
In Melendez-Diaz, a divided Supreme 
Court decided that crime lab reports 
are a form of testimony that should be 
subject to the requirements of the Sixth 
Amendment’s Confrontation Clause. 
Under the Confrontation Clause, 
defendants facing criminal charges must 
be given the opportunity to confront 
witnesses who are testifying against 
them. Thus, prosecutors who want to 
enter crime lab reports into evidence at 
trial must make the analyst or technician 
who prepared the report available 
for questioning by the defendant. 
 
The Melendez-Diaz opinion answers 
some of the unanswered questions 
remaining after an earlier Confrontation 
Clause decision issued by the Supreme 
Court in 2004. In Crawford v. Texas, the 
justices ruled that previous testimonial 
statements cannot be admitted at trial 
unless the defendant had been given an 
opportunity to cross-examine the witness. 
If defendants had not been given this 
opportunity, then the evidence could not 
be admitted because it would be a violation 
of the Confrontation Clause. The Court, 
however, did not give any guidance as to 
what type of statements were considered 
testimonial, leaving state and federal courts 
on their own to make this determination. 
 
The Melendez-Diaz majority opinion 
written by Justice Scalia questioned 
the reliability of the scientific evidence 
contained in crime lab reports and the 
neutrality of the analysts who collect 
and compile the information for use in 
trials. The opinion stated that allowing 
defendants to cross-examine the witnesses 
would test the underlying assumptions 
of reliability and neutrality in these 
reports and uncover any inaccuracies 
in the testing methods and results. 
 
Suppression Hearings 
after Melendez-Diaz
While the dissenting opinion in 
Melendez-Diaz centered on how the 
majority’s decision would result in over-
burdening the criminal justice system, 

the real-world applications of the case are 
likely to be felt in suppression hearings. 
 
Suppression hearings are a special type of 
court process in which defense attorneys 
request certain types of evidence be 
excluded from trial because the evidence 
was obtained illegally. In order for the 
prosecution to use evidence against 
a defendant, the evidence must have 
been legally obtained; the person or 
agency that collected the evidence must 
have followed the law in gathering it. 
Suppression hearings are an invaluable 
tool to protect the legal rights of 
criminal defendants and ensure that the 
prosecution follows the letter of the law. 
 
The Melendez-Diaz opinion gives 
defense attorneys a new ground to 
argue for suppression of evidence that 
has been collected and processed in 
criminal lab reports. Now attorneys 
can bring in the chemists, lab techs 
and other analysts who compiled the 
reports and question the reliability of 
their testing methods and conclusions. 
 
In an attempt to avoid lengthy suppression 
hearings that are likely to have 
unfavorable results, some prosecutors 
may offer favorable plea deals or dismiss 
the charges altogether. Since defense 
attorneys will be able to question not 
only the results of crime lab reports, 
but also those responsible for preparing 
them, criminal defendants have much to 
gain from the Melendez-Diaz opinion. 
 
Conclusion
There has been some discussion of the 
possibility of the Melendez-Diaz victory 
for criminal defendants being short-
lived. For the next session, the Supreme 
Court has accepted a case — Briscoe, et 
al., v. Virginia — that revisits the issues 
considered in Melendez-Diaz. Generally, 
the Supreme Court does not revisit the 
same constitutional issue within such a 
short time frame. Some commentators 
believe that the newest member of the 
Supreme Court, Justice Sotomayor, 
could provide the additional vote needed 
to overturn the Melendez-Diaz opinion 
and that this may be the impetus for the 
Court deciding to hear the Briscoe case. 
 
However, until the Supreme Court 
issues a decision in Briscoe, the 
holding in Melendez-Diaz remains 
the law and an important victory for 
criminal defendants and their attorneys. 
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Ed Flint 
When I take on a case, I am protecting 
my client and every other person in this 
country from government abuse, failures 
of due process and the degradation of our 
civil liberties. I have always represented 
the Accused; I’ve never been a prosecutor, 
I can’t make my mind think like that.

Copyright and Reprint Permission 
Courtesy of Ed Flint,  Access Legal, 
http://www.utahaccesslegal.com/
 
(888)DUI-4UTAH

By Shaffer & Engle Law Offices, LLC 

Drivers who get tickets while on vacation or driving 
in states other than their home state are often surprised 
to find that those infractions can affect their ability to 
drive at home. This can be linked directly to three 
national driving databases, the National Driver 
Register (NDR), the Driver License Compact (DLC) 
and the Non-Resident Violator Compact (NRVC). 
 
National Driving Databases
The NDR is the most serious of the three databases, 
in that it contains a listing of the ‘worst drivers.’ It is 
used by all 50 states and the District of Columbia, 
which check the list before granting any license. So, 
while being on the NDR does not stop you from driving 
currently in your home state, you may find it difficult 
to renew your license when your old one expires.  
 
What gets you on the NDR? Having your license suspended 
or revoked, for starters, as well as the more serious driving 
violations, such as driving while impaired by drugs or 
alcohol. Your current license will be valid in your home 
state, but know that if any out-of-state driving issues are 
not taken care of in time, getting your current license 
renewed might be a difficult matter, if not impossible. 
 
Alternatively, the DLC has more of a “pay now” aspect 
to it. It effectively makes you take responsibility for your 
bad driving in other states immediately in your home state. 
If you are given a ticket while on vacation, the points are 
assessed in your home state, as if the ticket had happened 
at home. If your driving privileges are suspended in 
another state, they are suspended at home as well. 
 
The NRVC holds the middle ground between the 
NDR and the DLC. If you get ticketed while on 
vacation, your home state will suspend your license 
until the ticket is dealt with, but your home state will 
not issue other penalties (such as points or fines). 
 
States Use of National Driving Databases
Both the DLC and NRVC are completely voluntary for 
states, which can cause confusion. Georgia, Wisconsin, 
Tennessee and Massachusetts aren’t members of the 
DLC, while Wisconsin, California, Montana, Oregon 
and Alaska have yet to join the NRVC. Also, not all 
states treat every infraction equally. Kansas, Wyoming, 
Minnesota, Arizona, Iowa and South Dakota, for 
instance, do not record speeding tickets from other 
states unless the speeding infraction was in excess of 
10 miles above the speed limit. Likewise, if a certain 
violation is only an infraction in one state, and not in the 
home state, the home state will take no further action. 
 
While the best course of action, no matter what state 
you’re driving in, is to follow the laws and avoid 
being ticketed in the first place. If you do receive 
a traffic infraction, the DLC and NRVC databases 
may make it more difficult to drive in the future. To 
learn more about the national driving databases and 
how they may affect you or your ability to renew you 
license, speak to a criminal law attorney in your area. 
 
ABOUT   THE  AUTHOR:      Shaffer & Engle Law Offices, LLC 
Shaffer & Engle Law Offices, LLC, we are local attorneys 
meeting the diverse legal needs of local people. We have 
provided attentive, compassionate and understanding 
legal help to thousands of clients facing charges ranging 
from speeding tickets to sex crimes, drug crimes and 
second- and third-offense DUI/drug DUI violations.

Copyright and Reprint Permission Courtesy of Jeffrey 
B. Engle, Esq. http://www.shafferengle.com/ 

(866) 765-0706 (Toll Free)
(717) 827-4074

Suppression Hearings and  
Melendez-Diaz V. Massachussetts

Do Speeding Tickets  
follow You from State to State?

http://www.utahaccesslegal.com/   
http://www.shafferengle.com/
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Now in its fifth year, Purses for 
Pooches and Pals has become a “must-
attend” for St. Louis’ professional 
women. This ever-growing group of 
professionals is drawn to the unique 
networking event by a lively mix 
of food and drink from St. Louis’ 
finest restaurants, gorgeous designer 
purses for raffle, and the opportunity 
to network with each other and meet 
the loveable animals at the Humane 

Society of Missouri’s state-of-the-
art facility. Proceeds benefit the 
Animal Cruelty Fund, dedicated to 
investigating, healing and preventing 
animal abuse.  For more information 
about Purses for Pooches and Pals 
and the Humane Society of Missouri 
visit hsmo.org. 
 
Plans for the 2010 event lead by co-
chairs Diane Sullivan, president and 

chief operating officer of Brown 
Shoe Company and Judy Gruender, 
principal, Buck Consultants along 
with honorary chairs Pam Nicholson, 
president and chief operating officer of 
Enterprise Rent-A-Car and Jan Torrisi-
Mokwa, principal, Congruence, Inc., 
and more than 30 women leaders from 
across the region. 

The Humane Society of Missouri presents:  

Purses for Pooches and Pals –  
Making Connections that Make a Difference

When:   Thursday, June 24, 2010
               6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
 
Where: Humane Society of Missouri Headquarters
              1201 Macklind Avenue
              St. Louis, Missouri 63110      
 
How:     Registration: $35; raffle tickets: $50  Available at http://hsmo.org/purses or at the 
door.
 

Event Highlights: 

Purchase chances to win designer handbags including designers COACH, Via • 

Spiga, Cole Haan, Louis Vuitton and more

Enjoy wine and tastings from some of St. Louis’ finest restaurants: • 

Bartolino’s,  Jilly’s Cupcake Bar, Coco Louco Brasil, Dressel’s and more• 

Tour the Humane Society’s state-of-the-art Adoption and Veterinary Medical • 

Centers.

Attendees are encouraged to bring their own gently-used purses to be donated to • 

Connections to Success, an organization that helps women gain confidence as they 

prepare to enter the workforce. 

Page 7
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and by the Black Expo as an 
Unsung Hero.  She was selected 
as a Distinguished Alumni by her 
Alma Mater, Washburn University 
in 2002.  

During her tenure, Girls Incorporated 
of St. Louis was saluted for creating 
quality educational opportunities 
and received Focus St. Louis’, 
“What’s right with the Region!” 
Award, as well as was the Youth Role 
Model Award from 
the Martin Luther 
King Celebration 
C o m m i s s i o n . 
Girls Incorporated 
of St. Louis was 
honored with the 
Non-Profit/Social 
Services award at 
the 10th Annual 
Progressive Youth 
Connection in 
2008. 

In 1975, Ms. 
Nelson received 
a Bachelor of 
Arts degree 
from Washburn 
University and in 
1977, her Master’s 
degree in Health 
Admin i s t r a t i on 
from Washington 
University School of Medicine.  A 
native of St. Louis, Ms. Nelson is 
the proud mother of two daughters, 
Kathryn and Isabelle.

Mary E. Nelson will present the 
Community Service Award to Ms. 
Nelson.  Mary Nelson is Victoria 
Nelson’s sister, a past president 
of MCBA and Director of Boards 
and Commissions for the Office of 
Governor Jeremiah (Jay) Nixon.

MCBA Legal Service 
Award Recipient
The recipient of this year’s Legal 
Service Award is the Honorable 
Jimmie M. Edwards.  Judge Edwards 
is a circuit judge for the 22nd 
Judicial Circuit in Missouri.   Judge 
Edwards was initially appointed 

to the bench in 1992.  Since that 
time he has served in criminal and 
civil divisions of the court and was 
appointed to the Juvenile Division 
effective January 1, 2007.  Judge 
Edwards became chief judge of 
the St. Louis City Family Court in 
2008.

In his short terms at the Juvenile Court, 
Judge Edwards has made a world of 
difference in serving children and the 

communi ty.  
He initially 
improved the 
processing of 
child abuse and 
neglect cases 
by having 
a deputy 
j u v e n i l e 
o f f i c e r , 
r e s p o n s i b l e 
to the court, 
assigned to 
every case.  
This has 
helped judicial 
o f f i c e r s 
monitor and 
push cases to 
permanency, 
most often 
t h r o u g h 
reunification 
in a more 

aggressive fashion.

Judge Edwards has made a significant 
mark in the area of delinquency cases 
as well. He has implemented robust 
time standards in order to ensure 
swift case processing of juvenile 
delinquency cases in those areas 
where state statutes do not provide 
any guidance.  Judge Edwards  
initiated the Simon Foundation 
Juvenile Transitions Program in 
partnership with Mers Goodwill. 
This program assists juveniles in 
obtaining a G.E.D. or high school 
diploma, and then places the youths 
in job settings.

Most recently in August 2009, 
in collaboration with Dr. Lewis 
Chartock of Mers Goodwill and 

Dr. Kelvin Adams 
Superintendent of 
the St. Louis Public 
School, Judge 
Edwards opened an 
innovative school to 
specifically address 
the needs of troubled 
students.  Named the 
Innovative Concept 
Academy (ICA), 
the school provides 
educational instruction 
with firmness, compassion, dignity 
and respect to students who have 
been expelled from regular schools 
or who have proven to be disruptive 
in the classroom. ICA offers a last 
chance for the kinds of education 
every child needs and deserves to 
be successful in life.

Juvenile justice researchers across 
the country have said that they’ve 
never heard of a judge going this far 
to serve youths in a court system. 
John Roman, a researcher with the 
National Urban Initiatives Policy 
Center said “one of the problems 
with these kids is they touch a lot 
of difficult systems, but nobody has 
any ownership of the kids - until 
now.”  Judge Edwards knows it’s 
more important to collaborate for 
children then it is to dig in for any 
other reason. Because he values 
community, he has reached out and 
extended partnerships to the police, 
the Mayor’s office, Incarnate Word 
Foundation, Enterprise Holdings, 
Inbev Anheuser Busch, Harris 
Stowe State University, University 
of Missouri - St. Louis, Saint Louis 
University and other state, local and 
community groups.

Under his guidance, children in the 
St. Louis metropolitan area have 
made great strides in both education 
and good citizenship.  He is married 
to Stacy Maria and they have three 
children Murphy, Ashley and John.
MCBA Past President Reuben 
A. Shelton will present the Legal 
Service Award to Judge Jimmie 
Edwards.

Mound City Bar 
Association’s 2009-2010 
Legal Legends
What is a MCBA Legal Legend?  
The St. Louis legal community is 
filled with individuals who have 
made tremendous contributions to 
the legal profession and who have 
historically been avid supporters 
of African Americans Attorneys.  
In 2006, the Mound City Bar 
Association established the Legal 
Legends award.  The purpose of 
this award is to pay homage to 
individuals who have made an 
outstanding contribution to the St. 
Louis legal profession or who have 
been historical supporters of African 
American attorneys.  

During the Scovel Richardson 
Scholarship Dinner, the Mound 
City Bar Association and the 
Mound City Bar Foundation will 
acknowledge and recognize 2009-
2010 Legal Legends:  the Honorable 
Charles A. Shaw, the Honorable 
Booker T. Shaw, the Honorable 
Sandra Farragut-Hemphill and the 
Honorable Freeman Bosley, Jr.

If you would like more information 
about the Scholarship Dinner, 
please contact Lynn Smith at 314-
773-4649 or Earnrolyn.smith@
lexisnexis.com.

2009-2010 Legal Legends

SCOVEL, Cont from page 3

Hon. Jimmie M. Edwards
Legal Service Award  

Reciient

Hon. Sandra  
Farragut-Hemphill

Legal Legends 2009-2010

Hon. Freeman  
Bosley, Jr.

Legal Legends 2009-2010

Hon. Charles A. Shaw
Gertrude E. Rush Award
Legal Legends 2009-2010

Hon. Booker T. Shaw
Co-Chair Professional 

Develpment Committee
Legal Legends 2009-2010

Mound City Bar Association’s 2009-2010 Legal Legends
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as Chairperson of the planning 
committee.  The Honorable Charles 
A. Shaw was presented with a 
Gertrude E. Rush Award, along 
with Mrs. Margaret Bush Wilson, 
posthumously.  The conference 
was a success, registering more 
attendees than ever before for a 
mid-year conference.  

This year also marked record activity 
for NBA Region VIII.  Pamela J. 
Meanes, Chairperson of the MCBA 
Community Affairs Committee, 
serves as Region VIII Director and I 
as President of MCBA serve on the 
Regional Council.  

Region VIII hosted a Healthcare 
Awareness Day at Grace Hill 
Neighborhood Health Centers in 
St. Louis and Pipeline Awareness 
Week during which MCBA 
conducted a writing workshop and 
an ask-a-lawyer program at Soldan 
International Studies High School.  
The Region VIII Newsletter on 
Pipeline Diversity featured an 
article from MCBA President.  
Additionally, “A Salute to Region 
VIII Leaders,” reception was hosted 
by Region VIII during the NBA 
Mid-Year conference and honored 
several past and present MCBA 
members, including Mavis T. 
Thompson, Freida Wheaton, Elaine 
Spearman, the Honorable Scovel 
Richardson, Homer G. Phillips and 
Sidney R. Redmond.  

During the Region VIII Conference 
on May 22nd, two seminars were 
conducted, which featured MCBA 
members the Honorable Anne-Marie 
Clarke, Robert S. Kenney, Michael 
L. Walton, Ebony McCain, Apollo 
Carey, Carla Allen and William 
Dailey as panelists and Director 
Pamela Meanes and myself as 
moderators.  The regional NBA Dr. 
Martin Luther King Drum Major 
for Justice Advocacy Competition 
was held and two local high school 
students from Clyde C. Miller 
Career Academy achieved first and 
second place honors.  The first place 
winner will compete at the National 
Convention in New Orleans in 
August, hopefully bringing home 
the 8th straight victory for Region 
VIII.

Adopt-A-School
One of MCBA’a greatest 
accomplishments this year was 
by far the “Adopt-A-School” 
program.  Adopt-A-School is a 
subcommittee of the Community 
Affairs Committee.  MCBA 
adopted two area high schools: 
Northwest Academy of Law and 
Soldan International Studies High 
School.  The committee put together 
more than 15 separate programs 
this year: Writing Workshops, 
Interview Workshops, Ask-A-
Lawyer Programs, ACT Preparation 

Workshops, Speaker Series, Mock 
Trial Programs, Etiquette Workshops 
and a Law Day Program.  We had 
more than 60 students participate 
in the program, more than 30 
volunteers throughout the year and 
additional sponsorship, support and 
participation from area law firms 
and law schools.  This program has 
received special recognition by the 
Saint Louis Public School District 
and is scheduled to continue 
next year.  See the Article in this 
Newsletter “Feeding the Pipeline” 
by Committee Chairperson, Shelby 
Watson and Vice-Chairperson 
Ramone Reese.
 
Professional Development
One of MCBA’s initiatives this 
year included improving the 
professional development of 
our members.  The Professional 
Development Committee was led 
by Co-Chairs Dorothy White-
Coleman and Honorable Booker 
T. Shaw.  The Committee set out to 
put on two CLE Seminars covering 
professionalism and ethics.  
Unfortunately, the professionalism 
workshop scheduled for October 
was cancelled; however, the May 
Ethics CLE 
S e m i n a r , 

“Demystifying the 
Disciplinary Process” was well 
attended.  Fourteen presenters 
and moderators spent four 
and half hours walking 
attendees through each step 
of the disciplinary process.  
Members of 
the Committee, 
Dorothy White-
C o l e m a n , 
H o n o r a b l e 
Booker T. Shaw, 
Keisa Johnson 
and Maylin 
M a h o n e y 
served as 
moderators; and 
Frankie Muse 
Freeman, Veo 
Peoples, Harold 
W h i t f i e l d , 
M i c h a e l 
Downey, Alan Mandel, Alan 
Pratzel, Sara Rittman, Shevon L. 
Harris, Cheryl D.S. Walker and 
Richard Banks were presenters.  
Following the seminar, MCBA held 
our Spring Social at Smoking Joe’s 
where attendees had an opportunity 
to network and continue the ethics 
discussion.  
 
Additionally, the Committee 
hosted a Bar Exam Preparation 
Workshop for graduating law 

students at Washington University, 
University of Missouri and Saint 
Louis University.  This program 
was spearheaded by myself and 
included current and previous 
Missouri Bar graders, Jovita Foster 
and Karen Jordan.  The panel 
presented material and information 
on the Missouri, Illinois, New York 
and Maryland Bar exams.  

Charitable and 
Community Activities
One of my signature programs this 
year as President was an “Adoption 
Program.”   MCBA adopted two 
high schools, a non-profit agency 
with a welfare-to-work program, 
an interfaith community based 
organization, two villages in Ghana 
and two U.S. soldiers stationed 
overseas. 

MCBA also donated a framed print 
of Celia the slave to Legal Services 
of Eastern Missouri’s Justice for All 
Ball, purchased an advertisement 
in the Organization for Black 
Struggle’s 30th Anniversary 
Program booklet, donated to the 
SLU-BLSA Bowling/Game night 
to welcome 1Ls, sponsored the 

Soldan International High School 
1st Annual Government Bee and 
provided backpacks to the NBA 
Respect Yourself Mentorship 
program held during the Mid-year 
meeting in St. Louis.  MCBA was 
privileged to have been able to 
contribute to the efforts of such 
meaningful community service 
projects.

Via the Professional Development 
Committee, MCBA adopted Daruby 
Enterprises, which is a community-
based education center, specializing 
in computer technology and 
employment readiness training for 
welfare recipients, the disadvantaged 
and the chronically unemployed.  
We conducted a professionalism 
workshop for Daruby and held a 
suit drive to benefit Daruby as well 
as the St. Louis City/County Public 
Defenders Offices.  

Via the Community Affairs 
Committee, MCBA adopted 
Interfaith Partnership/Faith Beyond 
Walls and participated in several 
of its activities, including: a Youth 
Fellowship round table where young 
adults from a number of religious 

YEAR, Cont from page 1

Daruby’s  
Enterprises
Suit Drive

St. Louis City/
County Public 

Defenders' 
Office Suit 

Drive
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backgrounds discussed various 
current issues; the Interfaith Spring 
Clean Up Project; the Interfaith 
Family Day; and the Interfaith 
Healthcare Initiative. 

Via the Public Relations Committee, 
MCBA adopted two villages in 
Africa and two U.S. Soldiers.  
The Public Relations Committee 

was formed this year to develop 
a plan to provide the public with 
information about MCBA and its 
activities and engage in community 
service projects and was chaired 
by Rolanda Johnson.  In support of 
Mavis T. Thompson and the NBA 
International Meeting in Senegal 
and Ghana Africa, MCBA adopted 
the  Rafiki Village orphanage (www.

rafiki-foundation.org) and Abiriw 
Village town library both located in 
Ghana, Africa.  

MCBA donated clothing to Rafiki 
and books to Abiriw.  We also 
participated in Saint Louis Sister 
Cities Committee “Pair Up” program 
donating new/used eyeglasses, and 
reading glasses to citizens in Saint 

Louis, Senegal.  

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
MCBA participated 
in “Operation 
Shoebox” www.
operationshoebox.
com where we 
adopted two 
deployed U.S. 
Soldiers stationed 
overseas (Iraq and 
Afghanistan) and 
sent them monthly 
care packages. http://
moundcitybar.com/
charitable.html. The 
Public Relations 
Committee also 
spearheaded our 
participation in 
BAMSL’s Angel 
Tree project http://
bamsl.org, which 
provides Christmas 
gifts to children 
who have one 
or both parents 
incarcerated, and 
published two 
online newsletters.

MCBA re-ignited 
our Community 
Affairs Committee, 
which initiated a 
Political Think Tank 
with area members 
of the Missouri 
Black Legislative 
Caucus.  This 
affiliation afforded 
us the opportunity 
to have our voice 
heard on issues 
affecting the black 
community and the 
legal community 

and led to our support/opposition to 
certain legislation.  The Community 
Affairs Committee also organized 
our Hot Topic Discussions on 
the Nonpartisan Court Plan and 
Diversity in the Judiciary and 
spearheaded our effort in addressing 
the lack of diversity in the Judicial 
Panels submitted by the 21st Judicial 
Commission in March.

THANK YOU
MCBA would like to thank all of the 
MCBA members and non-members 
who volunteered to participate in 
our programs and projects; and Arch 
City Defenders who participated in 
several of our programs.  A special 
thank you goes to Thompson 
Coburn for hosting our legal 
legends ceremonies and receptions; 
Sandberg, Phoenix & von Gontard for 
hosting our December general body 
meeting and a Holiday Reception. 
Washington University School of 
Law for hosting our local NBA Dr. 
Martin Luther King Drum Major 
for Justice Advocacy Competition; 
Salon 53 for co-hosting the 
reception honoring NBA President 
Mavis T. Thompson, Greensfelder, 
Hemker & Gale; Sandberg, Phoenix 
& von Gontard, Thompson Coburn 
and Washington University for 
participating our the Adopt-A-
School Law Day; and Harris-Stowe 
State University for hosting us 
for our monthly executive board 
and general body meetings, Black 
History Month Panel Discussion, 
Bar Exam Preparation Workshop 
and Ethics CLE Seminar.  

Thank you to our sponsors, Missouri 
Bar Young Lawyers Section for 
sponsoring our first YLD Keys to 
Success Dinner; EXO Lounge for 
sponsoring and hosting our YLD 
Fall Networking Happy Hour; 
Urban Strategies for sponsoring our 
Ethics CLE Seminar refreshments; 
ParksCrump LLC for serving as a 
sponsor for our Adopt-A-Village 
project; all of those who donated 
to Angel Tree; and all of Scovel 
Richardson Scholarship Dinner 
sponsors.

In support of Mavis T. Thompson and the NBA 

International Meeting in Senegal and Ghana Africa, 

MCBA adopted the  rafiki Village orphanage www.

rafiki-foundation.org  and Abiriw Village town library 

both located in Ghana, Africa.  
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HOPE, Cont from page 3

Smokey Mountains to visit her parents).  However with 
the frequent legislative trips to Jefferson City, her love of 
driving may diminish.

As a first time elected political figure, Attorney Hope 
Whitehead will certainly be tested as she maneuvers 
through the Missouri State legislative process and 
culture. 

Fortunately she is equipped with a solid background, 
including invaluable mentors (e.g. Judge Ronnie White; 
Judge Angela Turner Quigless; the late Senator Paula 
Carter, and J.B. “Jett” Banks; Senator Robin Wright 
Jones and Senator Maida Coleman), which puts her in 
the position to well represent her district, the City of St. 
Louis and the State of Missouri.   Let the Journey begin!

www.rafiki-foundation.org
www.rafiki-foundation.org
 http://moundcitybar.com/charitable.html.
 http://moundcitybar.com/charitable.html.
 http://moundcitybar.com/charitable.html.
 http://bamsl.org
 http://bamsl.org
www.rafiki-foundation.org
www.rafiki-foundation.org
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July 29, 2009 Hot Topic Discussion on Racial Profiling 

August 15, 2009 Better Family Life’s Amnesty Day 

August 26, 2009 Hot Topic Discussion on Healthcare 
Reform 

September 6, 2009 Reception Honoring NBA President Mavis 
T. Thompson

September 17, 2009 YLD Fall Networking Happy Hour

October 28, 2009 Legal Legends Ceremony & Reception 
honoring Hon. Booker T. Shaw & Hon. 
Freeman Bosley, Jr.

November 25, 2009 Annual November Social & Membership 
Drive

December 7, 2009 YLD Keys to New Lawyer Success Dinner 
w/Attorneys Jovita Foster & Randy 
Hayman

December 10, 2009 Conducted Interview Workshop at 
Northwest Academy of Law High School 
as part of our Adopt-A-School Program

December 10, 2009 Speaker Series on Law & Government with 
Missouri Public Commissioner Robert 
Kenney at Soldan International Studies 
High School as part of our Adopt-A-School 
Program

December 11, 2009 Conducted an Ask-A-Lawyer program for 
students, parents and teachers at Northwest 
Academy of Law High School.

December 19, 2009 Annual Holiday Party hosted by Kwadwo 
Armano

December 30, 2009 Holiday Reception hosted by Sandberg, 
Phoenix & von Gontard l 

January 21, 2010 Conducted Interview Workshop at Soldan 
International Studies High School as part 
of our Adopt-A-School Program

January 22, 2010 Sponsored “Government Bee” at Soldan 
International Studies High School as part 
of our Adopt-A-School Program (see 
attached)

January 25, 2010 Conducted Mock Trial at at Northwest 
Academy of Law High School as part of 
our Adopt-A-School Program

January 27, 2010 Hot Topic Discussion on Missouri Non-
Partisan Court Plan

January 28, 2010 Speaker Series on Juvenile Justice 
with Judge Jimmie Edwards at Soldan 
International Studies High School as part 
of our Adopt-A-School Program 

February 3, 2010  Black History Month Panel Discussion
 “Zero-Tolerance Discipline Policies in 

Schools: How it Affects Our Students and 
Our Community”

February 11, 2010 Black History Month Movie Night & 
Reception

 Movie:  “I Know Why the Caged Bird 
Sings”

February 18, 2010 12th Annual Theodore McMillian Black 
History Month Dinner w/Lawyers 
Association

February 19, 2010  Conducted Writing Workshop at Northwest 
Academy of Law High School as part of 
our Adopt-A-School Program

February 24, 2010 Black History Month Historical Tribute 
 Tribute:  “Freedom Bound: from St Louis 

courtrooms to the Mississippi River and 
beyond”

February 26, 2010 Black History Month Trivia Night w/
Women Lawyers Association

March 8-April 9, 2010 Held a suit drive to benefit Daruby 
Enterprises’ welfare-to-work program and 
the St. Louis Public Defenders’ office.

 
March 18, 2010 YLD Networking Happy Hour w/St. Louis 

Association of Real Estate Professionals & 
Lashly & Baer, P.C.

March 23, 2010 Conducted a writing workshop on at Soldan 
International Studies High School as part of 
our Adopt-A-School Program and Region 
VIII Pipeline Awareness Week

March 25, 2010 Conducted an Ask-A-Lawyer program 
for students, parents and teachers at 
Soldan International Studies High School 
in conjunction with its Parent Teacher 
Organization meeting as part of our 
Adopt-A-School Program and Region VIII 
Pipeline Awareness Week.

March 30, 2010  ACT workshop at Soldan International 
Studies High School as part of our Adopt-
a-School Program

 
March 31, 2010 Legal Legends Ceremony & Reception 

honoring Hon. Sandra Farragut Hemphill 
& Hon. Charles Shaw

April 8-11, 2010 National Bar Association Mid-Year 
Conference & Gertrude E. Rush Award 
Dinner

April 14, 2010 1st Annual MCBA Adopt-A-School Law 
Day 

April 17, 2010 BLSA Bar Preparation Workshop

April 20, 2010 YLD Keys to New Lawyer Success Dinner 
w/Judge David Vincent

April 22, 2010 10th Annual Unity Dinner hosted in 
conjunction with the Missouri Asian 
American Bar Association

April 23, 2010 NBA Dr. Martin Luther King Drum 
Major for Justice Oral Advocacy Local 
Competition

April 28, 2010 Hot Topic Discussion on Diversity in the 
Judiciary

April 30, 2010 Adopt-A-School Etiquette Workshop

May 3-June 4, 2010 Adopt-A-Village Community Service 
Project Drive

May 7-8, 2010 Missouri Bar Minority Issues Committee 
Diversity Summit

May 15, 2010 Ethics CLE Retreat & Spring Social 
“Demystifying the Disciplinary Process”

May 22, 2010 NBA Region VIII Conference 

May 25, 2010  YLD Keys to New Lawyer Success Dinner 
w/Judge Carol Jackson & Attorney Michael 
Walton

June 22, 2010 YLD Keys to New Lawyer Success 
Dinner w/Dorothy White-Coleman, Larry 
Hale & Veo Peoples

June 26, 2010 ANNUAL SCOVEL RICHARDSON 
SCHOLARSHIP DINNER & 
SWEARING IN OF NEW OFFICERS

2009-2010 YEAr-AT-GLANCE
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2009-2010

MOUND CITY BAR ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP LIST  

as of 05/24/2010

1 Carla Allen
2 Melanie Adams
3 Kofi Adzamli (S)
4 Nena Anderson (S)
5 Joslyn Anthony
6 Brandon Arrey (S)
7 Hon. Henry E. Autrey
8 Ali Ayanaw (S)
9 Richard E. Banks
10 Bettye Battle-Turner
11 William Bay
12 Shakeila Beard (S)
13 H. James Bennett
14 Keith A. Birkes
15 Hon. Susan E. Block
16 Mary Bonacorsi
17 Ruby L. Bonner
18 L. Jared Boyd
19 Phillip Boyd
20 Steve D. Brooks
21 Monique Brown (S)
22 Shirley Bryant (P)
23 Von Bryant (S)
24 Thomas Burke
25 Chantavia Burton (S)
26 Anthony I. Butler
27 Sheryl Butler 
28 David B. Cade
29 Rodney Caffey
30 Worsham N. Caldwell, Jr
31 David Calloway
32 Hon. Michael Calvin
33 Aarnarian (Apollo) Carey
34 J. Danielle Carr
35 Christopher Carter (S)
36 Justine Casselle (S)
37 Coretta Catlin (S)
38 Anne-Marie Clarke
39 Keisha Cocket (S)
40 Nicole Colbert-Botchway
41 Phyleccia Reed Cole
42 Denise W. Coleman
43 Jennifer M. Coleman
44 Kristin Conwell
45 Douglas A. Copeland
46 Armeta D. Cotton
47 Steven N. Cousins
48 David E. Crawford, Jr.
49 William E. Dailey, Jr.
50 Sreenu Dandamudi
51 Mark C. Darrell
52 Gene V. DeFelice
53 Jittaun A. Dill
54 Marguerite L.  
            Dillworth (S)
55 Celestine Dotson
56 Karlla S. Dozier
57 John Drake (S)
58 Danielle Durousseau (S)
59 Maurice Early
60 Georganna Ekpo (S)
61 Rory Ellnger
62 Jacqueline Ellis (S)
63 Hon. Sandra  
            Farragut-Hemphill
64 Iris G. Ferguson
65 Jamille Fields (S)
66 Jennifer J. Finley

67 Timothy Finnegan
68 Jovita Foster
69 Erica Freeman
70 Frankie Freeman (E)
71 Deirdre Gallagher
72 Ebony Gayles (S)
73 Ndidi Gbulie (S)
74 Stepanie Ghoston (S)
75 Tara Lang Gibbons
76 Tracy Hunsaker Gilroy
77 Daniel K. Glazier
78 Thomas Glick
79 Kenneth D. Goins
80 Gabriel E. Gore
81 Maurice Graham
82 Anthony D. Gray
83 Ollie Green (S)
84 Selesa Green (S)
85 Sheila Greenbaum
86 Stephanie Grise
87 Michael P. Gunn
88 James O. Hacking, III
89 Micah D. Hall
90 Brian J. Hamilton (S)
91 Sheena R. Hamilton (S)
92 Stacey R. Hancock
93 Steven L. Harmon
94 Beth Faye Harris
95 E.D. Harris (S)
96 Erika N. Harrison (S)
97 Venus V. Harry
98 Thomas Hayde
99 Jeryl Hayes (S)
100 Randy Hayman
101 Sally I. Heller
102 Samuel Henderson
103 John B. Henry (S)
104 Margot M. Hemphill
105 Lorenzo A. Hester
106 Shay Hinton (S)
107 Rita Montgomery Hollie
108 Thad Hollie
109 Kendra R. Howard
110 Raymond Howard
111 Stephanie Hudson (S)
112 Laura M. Hughes (S)
113 Richard G. Hughes
114 Jerry M. Hunter
115 Justin Ijei (S)
116 Venus A. Jackson
117 Hon. Michael T. Jamison
118 Anwar Johnson
119 Cardina Johnson
120 Karma Q. Johnson (S)
121 Keisa M. Johnson
122 Justin Johnson (S)
123 Rolanda Johnson
124 John S. Johnston
125 Freida Jones
126 Hon. Phillip E. Jones
127 Michael A. Joplin
128 Jennifer Joyce
129 Dee Joyce-Hayes
130 Jackie Jua (S)
131 Jason Julien (S)
132 Rita Kazembe
133 Vanessa Keith
134 Robert S. Kenney 

135 Charlene Ketchum (S)
136 Fibbens A. Koranteng
137 Curtis LaFleur (S)
138 Keithley Lake (S)
139 Kelly Lake
140 Mona Lawton
141 Segi Latinwo (S)
142 Kenya Leonard (P)
143 Mark H. Levison
144 Melton M. Lewis (E)
145 Steven Lewis
146 Denise Lieberman
147 Courtney R. Logan (S)
148 Janette M. Lohman
149 Latieke Lyles
150 Candice N. Macon (S)
151 Maylin W. Mahoney
152 Vivian K. Maiko (S)
153 Michelle A. Martin
154 Christopher Marshall (S)
155 Ebony M. McCain
156 Christallyn E. McCloud 
157 Hon. Donald L. McCullin
158 James McFall (S)
159 Connie McFarland-Butler
160 Susie McFarlind
161 Christopher E. McGraugh
162 Pamela J. Meanes
163 J. Justin Meehan
164 Ariana Miller (S)
165 Joan K. Miller
166 Abdul Kadir Mohamed (S)
167 Sandra Moore
168 James R. Neely, Jr.
169 Genevieve Nichols
170 Hon. Michael W. Noble
171 Kimberly J. Norwood
172 Ronald Norwood
173 Nadine Nunn
174 Jackalyn Olinger
175 Jera Oliver (S)
176 Ositadimma Onyia (S)
177 Keisha Patrick
178 Jennifer Piper 
179 Countess W. Price
180 Hon. Angela Turner  
            Quigless
181 Patricia Redington
182 Tamee Reese
183 Fitzann R Reid (S)
184 Nikki Rivers (S)
185 Steven Roberts
186 Inez Ross
187 Anthony Rothert
188 John S. Sandberg
189 Mercede Savala (S)
190 Chalana  
            Scales-Ferguson (S)
191 Charla Scott
192 Lisa Shannon
193 Hon. Booker T. Shaw
194 Hon. Charles A. Shaw
195 Robin R. Shaw
196 Chris Shelton
197 Reuben Shelton (LM)
198 Dee Shepherd
199 Rasheed Shotuyo (S)
200 Shameka Simmons (S)

201 Kristle Ashley  
            Spellman (S)
202 Annette Slack
203 Brooke Smith (S)
204 Donnell Smith
205 Earnrolyn Smith
206 Timothy J. Smith
207 Olurotimi (Rotimi) 
            Solanke
208 Paul T. Sonderegger
209 Elaine Harris-Spearman
210 Erin Spears (S)
211 Kristle Spellman (S)
212 Kevin Spence (S)
213 Kirsten Staples (S)
214 Mark E. Stallion
215 Brittany Stillwell (S)
216 Hon. Kathy Surratt-States
217 Robert Susman
218 Erwin O. Switzer
219 Ashlee Talley (S)
220 Rufus J. Tate, Jr.
221 Beverly L. Taylor (S)
222 Kyle Taylor (S)
223 Shannon Taylor (S)
224 Hon. Richard Teitelman
225 Beverly E. Temple
226 Earl B. Thames, Jr.
227 Bradley Thomas (S)
228 Mavis T. Thompson
229 Mastin Trimien (S)
230 Shira D. Truitt
231 Wilhemina Tyler
232 Jennifer A. Tyus
233 Lisa Udofia (S)
234 Kevin Valdez (S)
235 Hon. David Vincent
236 Krishna A. Walker
237 H.A. “Skip” Walther
238 Michael L. Walton
239 Cassandra Washington
240 Laurie A. Washington (S)
241 Shelby Watson
242 Bryan Weaver (S)
243 Thomas B. Weaver
244 Kelli Webb
245 Patricia H. Wharton
246 Kristol L. Whatley
247 Freida L. Wheaton
248 Hon. Ronnie L. White
249 Hope Whitehead
250 Dorothy White-Coleman
251 Alif A. Williams
252 Christina M. Williams (S)
253 Damien Williams (S)
254 Felicia R. Williams (S)
255 Ronda F. Williams
256 Schuyler Mapp  
            Williams (S)
257 Keith H. Williamson
258 Joseph Wilson (S)
259 Megan Wilson (S)
260 Rochelle M. Woodiest
261 Erica Woods (S)
262 Samuel Sung H. You (S)
263 Ira M. Young (E)
264 Savvanah Zachary (S)
265 Sandra Zambrana
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MCBA  
2009-2010  

Executive Committee

Mound City Bar Association
P.O. Box 1543 • St. Louis, MO 63188

website: www.moundcitybar.com 
email: moundcitybar@att.net

Back Row:  Booker T. Shaw, Esq., Professional Development Committee  
Co-Chairperson; Rochelle Woodiest, Esq. Corresponding Secretary; Celestine 
Dotson, Esq., Vice President; Micah D. Hall, Esq., Historian; Rolanda Johnson, 
Esq., Public Relations Committee Chairperson; Ebony M. McCain, Esq., President-
Elect;  Shira Truitt, Esq., Constitution and Bylaws Committee Chairperson; Shelby 
E. Watson, Esq., Recording Secretary; Michael L. Walton, Esq., Member at Large 

Over Ten Years; Anthony d. Gray, Esq., Parliamentarian
 

Front Row:  Jackalyn A. Olinger, Esq.; Member at Large Under Ten Years; Pamela 
J. Meanes, Esq., Community Service Committee Chairperson; Ronda f. Williams, 
Esq., President; Dorothy L. White-Coleman, Esq., Professional Development 

Committee  Co-Chair; Carla Allen, Esq., Treasurer


